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Danish immigrants rendered English commerce was not so
much to open up new trade routes, as to impart to the English
people a knowledge and skill in seamanship to which they
had hitherto been strangers. The Anglo-Saxons themselves
displayed little aptitude for navigation, and had grown
unaccustomed to a seafaring life. Indeed, when King Alfred
built his navy he was compelled to man part of it at
least with Frisians1. The promise of thegnhood to the
merchant, who thrice fared over the sea by his own means a,
reflects the estimation in which the exploit was held*
" Illi robur et aes triplex
Circa pectus erat, qui fragilem truci
Commisit pelago ratem
Primus. . . ." 3
The improvements which the Scandinavians introduced into
the art of shipbuilding, their construction of vessels with the
capacity to withstand the force of tempest and rough seas,
justly entitle them to be regarded as the founders of modern
navigation 4. Thus the Danish settlement not only stimu-
lated English shipbuilding, but infused into the English
nation a hardy and vigorous element which found a natural
outlet for its energies in maritime activities. In this way
the Danes helped to lay the foundations of England's great-
ness as a commercial and naval power.
As a result of the Northern immigration English foreign Kin-
trade began rapidly to expand. Hitherto it had extended Canirf*
only to the nearest parts of the Continent: now commercial
relations were opened up with Scandinavia and even with
Iceland and Greenland, and indirectly with Arabia and the
remote East. The Anglo-Saxon merchants ranged over
Europe from north to south, from Gothland to Rome; and
William of Poitiers paid a merited tribute to these early
traders who voyaged to distant lands and brought back ' the
works of skilled hands '5. King Canute took steps to ensure
safety for English merchants when journeying abroad. " I
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